
The summer heat and humidity 
finally arrived at Birch last week.  
I observed so many kids and 

adults enjoying the refreshing waters of 
the lake. The weather god gave us some 
much needed rain, but we could have 
done without the wind.  Several trees 
were uprooted and many limbs came 
tumbling down but luckily there were no 
personal injuries and minimal damage 
to structures.
   The Men’s Golf Outing was held last 
Friday.  I have it on good authority that 
after a rain delay, the men golfed and 
still had time to freshen up before head-
ing to the Yacht Club for a man-sized 
meal and some great prizes.  John Ball 
chaired the event, and I was told that he 
did an exceptional job.  Thank you John 
for putting on a great, well-run event.  
   The annual Corn & Sausage roast is 
this Saturday at the Yacht Club.  Check 
this issue of the Barker for details.
   The Don Harmon Kidz Regatta is com-
ing up on Saturday, August 12 on the 
north shore at Bob and Leslie King’s 
home.  This is a great event to introduce 
your kids to sailing.
   Vice Commodore Sue Davis has been 
working hard on the BLYC Fall Dinner 
to be held at the Yacht Club on 

Saturday, August 26.  Be sure to secure 
your tickets for this event as the dead-
line is August 18.  Everything you need 
to know is in this issue of the Barker.  
   This week enjoy the lake and obey the 
rules on the water, be gentle, be kind, 
and remember the sun always shines on 
Birch Lake, even on a cloudy day.  

~Commodore Deb

Corn & Sausage Roast TODAY!  
Saturday, August 5, 2023

It’s Finally Here!
 This is The Day!  It’s time to gather 
your families and neighbors for the 
annual Corn & Sausage Roast! From 
5:30 to 7:30 pm Saturday at the Yacht 
Club we’ll be serving delectable meals 
with your grilled meat choice, roasted 
corn, a selection of side dishes, cookies 
and lemonade or iced tea.  Prepare your-
self for a chicken breast ($9), bratwurst 
($8) or hot dog ($5) meal.   (NOTE: We’ll 
only have a limited supply of chicken 
breasts – arrive early for your best 
chances to get one).  Still a bargain!  Pay 
at the door – no reservations required!  
Come hungry, enjoy summertime favor-

ites, visit with neighbors and leave satis-
fied!  Hope to see you there!

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication.  E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them (or put them in the stone mailbox to)   
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  For editorial contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  For delivery concerns 

contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore Deb Hall, at  debber-
shall@gmail.com or 219-765-8691. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

Aug. 5 Home Owner’s Assoc. 
   annual meeting, details inside
Aug. 5 Corn & Sausage Roast, 
    5:30-7 pm, BLYC
Aug. 12 - Don Harman Kidz 
   Regatta, Kings’, north shore, 1-3 pm
Aug. 26  Fall Dinner & BLYC 
   Annual Meeting, , details tba
Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am
Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta, 
   (Sept 4 rain date), 11 am
Sept. 9 Sailing awards 
  luncheon, Frew’s house (east side)
Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge, 
   details inside

BLYC Board Meetings
Aug. 5, Sept. 9

BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am, 
and are open to all lake residents

2023
Birch Lake Calendar

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form 
of social media.  If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information 
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you 
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

Aug. 5,
2023
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Of 

http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm

Commodore’s 
Comments

Cousin love! The Petty and Caplis girls (north shore) enjoying a summer afternoon Photo  submitted by Megan Caplis



John Groszek’s Memorial Service 
and Celebration of Life
 Saturday, August 5 - 11 am. 
Brown Funeral Home. 521 E. Main 
Street, Niles  Luncheon following for 
family and close friends catered by The 
Skillet, held at: Eagles Lodge, 34 
Sycamore St., Niles. Please let Lois 
know if you are planning to attend the 
luncheon as a count is needed  for the 
caterer a week before.  Text or call, 574-
276-0960 or email: lolobirch@aim.com

AED Refresher at meeting
 The Birch Lake Homeowner’s 
Association will hold its annual meeting 
following the BLYC board of directors 
meeting on August 5.  Everyone is wel-
come. Following that (about 10 am), 
East side resident Liberty Coryell will 
present a refresher on the proper use of 
the automated external defibrillator 
(AED) devices located around the lake.

New “Slow Down” signs available
 New “Slow Down” signs are now 
available, courtesy of the Homeowner’s 
Association. If your road area could use 
one contact Blair Garceau (476-9862). 
People are saying they are noticing the 
new signs, hopefully everyone will and 
heed the message. Please slow down, 
there are many people, animals and 
vehicles that have to share our roads.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

  Ready - Set - Medicare!Ready - Set - Medicare!
Turning 65?  I Can Help!
PMedicare Advantage
PMedicare  Supplement
PPrescription Drug Plans
PMultiple Insurance Companies

I CAN HELP! I CAN HELP! 
New to Medicare? Free Consultation!New to Medicare? Free Consultation!

Medicare Medicare // Health / Small Group  Health / Small Group // Life / Supplemental Life / Supplemental

TO DO LIST!
¢ Call Ashly 3 months 
before turning 65 to 
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts 
A & B
¢ Avoid Penalties! If 
over 65, ask employer 
for proof of insurance.
¢ Watch for your new 
Medicare card to arrive 
in the mail.

Keep This List!
Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent
(269) 312-1410
awelch@HealthMarkets.com

Let’s Talk!  Over-the-phone 
appointments welcome! 

No cost!
No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
WATER QUALITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any 
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of 

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

TO DATETO DATE

54%54%**
PERCENT
 OF BIRCH 

LAKE HOMES 
(119 HOMES) 

HAVE DO-
NATED TO 

THE WATER 
QUALITY 

FUND

We’ve got
a long way

to go!

$120.08$120.08
AVERAGE 
AMOUNT 

PROVIDED 
PER BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOUSEHOLD 

TO DATE
(UPDATED 
July 31)

*percentage 
and average 

based on 
234 homes

GOAL GOAL 
100%100%

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
FIREWORKS FUND 

Our goal for 2024 is  
$15,775  

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Updated
July 31, 2023

$15,775GOAL

$2,171

To donate for 
FIREWORKS 

or any BLYC activi-
ty or event, use the 
form in the back of 
this week’s Barker 
or visit the website 

above



Happy 50th anniversary Pences
 Congratulations to Barb and Bob 
Pence who are celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  They purchased 
their first cottage on Birch Lake in 1984 
and have been permanent lake residents 
since 2015.

Crockpot Challenge
 The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will 
be September 30 at the BLYC. Again 
there will be two categories: Savory and 
Sweet. Prizes will be given for each cate-
gory.  
 Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm. 
Tasting will begin at 6. 
 There will be a basket raffle, and 
50/50 drawing to benefit our Water 
Quality. 
 This year, we will again sponsor a 
food drive for the Food Bank of Cass 
County. Please contribute with non-per-
ishable foods. Let’s help our community! 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Satori Guest House
11979 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from 
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.

Owners – Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

*Both properties are adjacent to 
each other and may be rented 

together for larger parties.

Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and 
Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and 

Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, 
marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are 

all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re 
sure to have something for every boater’s needssure to have something for every boater’s needs

Girls just want to have fun. Thanks to all who joined my Sister Pam and I for lunch 
to celebrate “Girls Day on the Lake,” a tradition started with Bad Patty as one of 
the hosts more than 11 years ago. It was great fun. ~Good Patti Russwurm

The summer storm that 
swept across Birch Lake 
last week took down two 
trees and one boat lift ... 
pictured is the large tree 
that was toppled in the 
northeast corner of the 
lake; the tree that landed 
on Curtis’ home (east 
side), Phipps’ mangled 
boat lift and the three 
“angels”  (Justin Bratt, 
Tim Burchell, and Zach 
Nickell) who dismantling 
Phipps shore station to 
prevent further damage 
from the storm.    

Thanks to Patti Russwurm, Claudia Phipps 
and Bobbi Pack for the photos.



— BLYC Men’s Golf Outing —

The  63rd Birch Lake Men’s 
Outing was held last Friday 
at Hampshire Golf Club with 
39 golfers competing for cash 

awards . Tee times were delayed 3 hours 
due to a severe storm, but the course 
held up well and everyone was able to 
complete their round.
 We met at the Yacht Club for cock-
tails followed by a catered dinner of ribs 
and chicken provided by Bullseye Mar-
ketplace . Award presentations followed 
by door prize drawings completed the 
evening.
Team Winners:
First Place: Mark Van Huffell, Brian 
Bishop, Mike Connaughton, AJ Bishop
Second Place: Bob Bender, Ken Petty, 
Andy Karceski, Tom Caplis (won tie-
breaker with third place team) 
Third Place: John DeCloedt, Bud 
Zesinger, K.C. Wiseman, Terry Wiseman
Fourth Place: Kevin Bernaciak, Dan 
Covey, Charlie Tietsort, John Ball (won 
tiebreaker with fifth and sixth and sev-
enth place team).
Fifth Place: David Anderson, Brian 
Krol, Steve Manor, Charlie Affeld
Sixth Place: Mason Talos, Jacob Bish-
op, Tommy Gropp, Zach Lattimer
Seventh Place : Ray Scholes, Justin 
Bratt, Tim Burchell, Jon Rondot
Eighth Place: Mike Machallek, Pat 
McGann, Vic Jones, Bill Luecht
Ninth Place: Tim Steffen, Jamie Green, 
Bill Doba
Tenth Place: Bud Hall, Phil Vitale, 
Rick Russwurm, Mark Caenepeel
Hole Prizes:
Closest to the Pin # 11: Ray Scholes
Closest to the Pin # 6 – Terry Wiseman
Long Drive – Seniors – Steve Manor
Long Drive – K.C. Wiseman
Helpers: 
The Outing takes many people to be a 
success:
Food Servers: Sue Davis, Cindy Berna-
ciak, Sheryl Covey, Jennifer Ball
Bar Tender: Sandy Vitale (with help 
from Phil)
Dinner Set up and Decorations : Jennifer 
Ball
Hole Sponsor Sign Created by : Jennifer 
Ball
Hole Sponsors:
Paramount Management (Rick & Patti 
Russwurm)  Chester Law Office (Ed 
Chester), Mike and Julie Sheffieck, 
Phil and Sandy Vitale, Kinzler Janito-
rial (Keith Kinzler), Lake Life Realty, 
Wes Steffen (Elmer’s Body Shop), Artie 
McElwee (Buzzman Motorsports), Ray 
Scholes (Pukka), Justin Bratt (Akins 
Excavating), Dan and Sharon Waxman, 
Tim Burchell (PayProtec. 
Door Prizes: 
Bud Zesinger (dozen golf balls), Ray 
Scholes (hats), and Mark Van Huffell 
(25 hats, dry bags, golf towels, dozen 
golf balls, can cooler and 2 Rapala Fish 
Clippers). Jennifer Ball (Koozies).
Thanks:
 Thank you all for making this outing 
a success which has resulted in contri-
butions to Water Quality Fund and the 
BLYC Building Fund!

~John Ball



— Barker Kid of the Week —

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Deborah & Steve Curtis’s (east side) grandson 
Dean.

5th generation cousins:  Clay Boverhof, Madi Hogoboom, Riley Haver-
kamp, Andrew Hogoboom, Atlas Boverhof. All great grandkids of Pat 
Scannell Hogoboom on the south side.

The annual ScaBoom (Scannell/Hogoboom, south side) reunion 
the weekend of July 22.

Maggie Cassady (daughter of Barb and Tom East Side) hosts fourth year 
of overnight camp with  nieces and nephews.



NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Left: The Pettys and 
Caplis’ (both North 
Shore) enjoyed a 
visit with their cous-
ins from Virginia.  
     Right: The 
O’Brien siblings 
Patty, Kathy & 
John came back 
to Birch last week 
for a family reunion 
and stayed at their 
childhood cottage 
(now owned by 
niece Sarah Petty).



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

Fleet Captain’s Corner
No wind, sailing canceled 
yet again, but afternoon 

sailing beckons  
 Last Sunday morning, sailing was can-
celed yet again, because the wind was only 
4 mph at our start time of 11 am, and not 
forecast to improve much for several hours. 
When a great wind did come up about 
3 pm, with no sailboats anywhere to be 
seen, I knew to expect some good-natured 
ribbing the next morning from the guys at 
Monday golf.  And the guys didn’t disap-
point.  I always try to explain that a lot of 
us have family or work responsibilities, so 
the best time to get all of us together on the 
starting line has been 11 am for as long as 
I can remember. But my golf buddies have 
a valid point: The wind doesn’t care about 
our schedules, and the best wind usually 
happens in the afternoons. It’s a fact of 
nature. And it’s why Camp Tannadoonah 
holds sailing classes in the afternoon, 

Camp Eberhart holds light wind classes in 
the morning and bigger wind classes in the 
afternoon, and our neighbors at Eagle Lake 
Yacht Club hold their races in the after-
noons.
 Here at BLYC, we may be on pace for 
a record bad year with our morning starts.  
We have raced only 12 out of 32 scheduled 
races so far, and have a cancellation rate of 
62 percent.   But I’m happy to report that 
thanks to the generosity of course-setting 
Captain Tom Cassady, course-setting First 
Mate Vic Jones, and Committee Boat Cap-
tain Ron Niezgodski, who have stepped in 
to help address this problem, we now have 
the option of offering our sailors starting 
times as late as 1 pm if necessary to get 
sailable wind. In other words, we are now 
dipping our toes into the waters of after-
noon sailing. We’ll still do our best to start 
races at 11 am as per tradition, but we’ll 
have early afternoon starts as an option.  

 We’ll see how this works out.  If it 
makes some races happen that otherwise 
wouldn’t happen, that will be a good thing. 

~FC Steve

Annual Don Harman Kidz Regatta
 We once again welcome the Kids of 
Birch to the King’s (North Shore) for cama-
raderie, a little learning (knot tying tuto-
rial), a Sailing Regatta and cookies/punch.  
Walk, drive, boat towards the sailboats tied 
to moorings along the shore for v2023, rain 
or shine, from 1-3 pm Saturday, August 12.
 The racing (assuming there’s wind) 
will be “short course” reach-reach (the fast-
est point of sail) to get our kids out sailing.  
Please bring your own PFD (life jacket) 
and join us!  As to the name, Don and Lind 
Harman (East shore) were gracious hosts 
to our kids for many years.
 Let’s Regatta!

~Bob King

KOTW kudos to the trio of unknown paddleboarders. photo by Buzz Rasmussen



BLUE GREEN ALGAE -- Found 
throughout our environment is an 
organism referred to as blue green 

algae (also referred to as cyanobacteria).  
In truth it is not algae but a bacteria that 
has photosynthetic pigments (chlorophyll 
among them) that can convert sunlight 
into useful chemical forms of energy and 
give off oxygen as a byproduct just like 
algae and plants. It is believed that these 
are some of the oldest life forms on earth 
and responsible for the initial generation 
of oxygen in the atmosphere.  They are 
a part of the ecological web and can be 
used in some industrial processes.  Their 
mere presence is not an issue in bodies 
of water, but if their numbers increase 
dramatically they can cause a problem, 
especially forms that produce toxins.  
 So, the question is “do we have an 
issue at Birch Lake?” The answer is 
essentially – no, but that does not mean 
we do not have to be alert and watch for 
signs of a “bloom” of these blue green 
algae.  On our lake “blooms” are rare, 
very localized, and very time-limited 
events.  However, this year Terry Dugan 
has seen signs of blue-green algae the 
day after a Wednesday night storm the 
night before, and strong sun on a calm 
lake the following morning.  One was 
also reported by the Kuhn’s during the 
same time frame from the west side.  
 Normally, in bodies of fresh water, 
blooms are associated with high nutrient 
lakes, which we are not.  However, under 

the right conditions mini blooms can oc-
cur.   It may present as a sort of fluores-
cent or shiny surface scum with bluish 
or greenish tints, early in the morning as 
the sun shines causing the blue green al-
gae to float to the surface as they become 
surrounded by bubbles, most commonly 
after a storm or relatively high winds fol-
lowed by dead calm in the morning sun.  
It can also look like streaks of greenish 
algae on the surface.  
 Please differentiate this from the 
common mats of decaying residues of 
the multiple hatches we get of mayflies, 
midges, and other insects which have 
larval forms in the water.  
 Also, we get lots of tree seeds and 
pollen, but these are usually in the 
spring and early summer, along with 
little mats of very green algae.  With 
waves and wind, the bloom will disperse.  
Should you see something like this as 
you arise in the morning adjacent to the 
shoreline, do not let your dogs drink from 
the lake in the area and avoid walking 
or wading in that area until it has been 
dispersed.  
 Again, only a very few have been 
seen or reported over the years.  The few 
seen, have been on the south or west side 
where the sun shines in early AM on a 
still lake.  A reason for the fortunate lack 
of any blooms lately may be related to 
the almost disappearance of zebra mus-
sels.  These invaders had coated all hard 
surfaces for a number of years, but have 

been very, 
very dramati-
cally reduced 
in number 
recently.  Does 
not mean gone 
but sort of in 
an ecological 
hibernation.  
Researchers 
at MSU have 
done studies 
that correlated zebra mussel infestations 
with increased blue green algae numbers 
in low nutrient lakes like Birch.  It is 
believed that the zebra mussels filter out 
normal algae and effectively spit out blue 
greens, altering the algae landscape.  
However, the zebra mussels are more 
abundant this year and this may portend 
some increase in small blooms of blue 
green algae.  

The Six Commandments 
of Birch Lake Water Quality

I.  Thou shalt prevent the spread of  Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS).
II.  Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand   Natural 
Shorelines.
V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, 
and other undesirable chemical elements to 
enter our  lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about 
other Water Quality  issues

— Water Quality Report —

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Repairs
Small projects

Short term vacation rental 
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC
269-259-1127
jim@infinitymichiana.com

http://www.infinitymichiana.com

Jus
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the
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND



Birch Lake Items of Interests

© thewordsearch.com

WORD
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The Moon this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, viewed from the Birch Lake) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.723
2.1 days before last quarter
SUNRISE:  06:38:51 AM
SUNSET:  20:57:09 PM

MOONRISE:  23:24:59 PM
MOONSET: 11:20:05 AM

DAYLIGHT HOURS: 14 Hr 18 Min 17 Sec

How many 
of these 

words can 
you find in 

this puzzle?

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB
n 9 -10:15 am August 3, 10, 12, 
17, 19, 24, 31
n $5 for water quality
n Most Thursdays and some 
Saturdays
Bring: 
n yoga mat, two beach
n towels or blankets for 
Yoga Nidra Shavasana (the 
YC is cold & cold floor, body 
temp will drop)
n A pillow or two for under 
the knees and head
n An eye pillow or scarf to 
block light

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It 
measures approximately 23” X 35″, and would be a great addition to your 
home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht 
club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910 
Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
to 1 pm.  Make checks payable to BLYC. 

Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former 
Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs
2525  Lake Pine Dr., Suite A

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-926-2191



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Caesar grilled chicken wings

These Caesar chicken 
wings add a tangy twist 
to a barbecue favorite! 

 
Prep Time: 10 mins
Cook Time: 30 mins

Additional Time: 4 hrs
Total Time: 4 hrs 40 mins

Servings: 6

Ingredients
• 1 (8 ounce) bottle Caesar salad dressing
• ¼ cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese
• 3 pounds chicken wings, cut apart at joints, 
wing tips discarded
• 1 tablespoon lemon pepper

Directions
1. Combine Caesar dressing and Parmesan 
cheese in a bowl.
2. Place wings in a large resealable plastic bag; 
pour in dressing-cheese marinade. Seal bag; 
toss to coat and refrigerate at least 4 hours.

3. Preheat grill for medium heat (300 to 350 
degrees F, 150 to 175 degrees C), and lightly oil 
the grate.
4. Remove wings from bag; discard marinade. 
Heavily sprinkle all sides of wings with lemon 
pepper.
5. Place wings on grill. Cook, covered, turning 
several times, until cooked through and in-
ternal temperature reaches 165 degrees F (75 
degrees C); 20 to 30 minutes. Transfer wings to 
a platter.

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!



The end of the camp season is 
coming up fast! Next week is 
our last week of camp, and this 
year it’s a special one. Every 

five years we have a tradition called “the 
Patteran.” It dates back to the 1940s, 
and happens in years ending in 3 and 
8. There is a time capsule containing 
records from all of the previous Patteran 
years, with logs of what the campers did 
while they were at camp, stories from 
their weeks here, signatures, and some-
times small items that campers added to 
the jar. 
 The word Patteran means a sign 
or indicator to point the way or give 
direction to other travelers. Throughout 
the week, we will give clues to the camp-
ers about the location of the Patteran, 
and on Thursday we will go on a hunt 
throughout camp to find it. Then we take 
it back to Morris Lodge and open the 
jar, and read to them from the logs and 
records that are contained inside. 
 In the past, we called this session 
of camp “Gypsy Week.” However, the 
term “gypsy” is actually a derogatory 
and offensive descriptor used to refer to 
individuals who are from the Romani 
or Roma culture. As a result, we have 
decided to stop using the term and are 
just referring to it as Patteran Week. 
 One of the traditions that goes along 

with Patteran Week is that each cabin is 
given a color, and they tie-dye bandanas 
in their color, and write a song to repre-
sent their group. We also have special 
songs that we only sing during this one 
week every five years. Sometimes it’s 
hard to teach them because only a hand-
ful of us know the songs! We tell special 
stories and legends around the history of 
the Patteran, and it’s an exciting week 
for campers who have been here in the 
past to see the logs from their prior Pat-
teran weeks. 
 Next Friday (August 11) will also 
be our end-of-the-season closing camp-
fire. Throughout the summer, campers 
have been working towards earning 
their “Order of the Birch” award. At 
the closing campfire on Friday, we will 
have a special ceremony to honor those 
campers. We create an honor guard of 
torchbearers, and announce the names 
of the campers who have earned this spe-
cial award. They come forward through 
the honor guard and say a pledge and 
receive their award.
 Those campers then lead the rest of 
the campers, staff, and guests to the wa-
terfront from our Candlelight Serenade. 
We will come down the stairs around 9 
or 9:15 pm, singing Follow the Gleam. 
The campers and staff will place their 
candles in the water, and sing camp 

songs. If you’re around on Friday night 
(August 11), come on out on your boats to 
see and hear this special event! 
 You’ll see the flickering candles 
coming down the waterfront stairs as 
we proceed to the lake, and then the 
campers lining up around the dock and 
placing their candles in the water while 
we serenade those gathered on the 
water. It’s a special way to close out our 
summer season at camp. 

  ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
End of season is coming fast!



FOR SALE:
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hospital bed. Purchased 
from Alick’s Home Medical five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cherry red color.  $50.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

FOUND 
Found: White plate left at Family Picnic, contact Claudia at 
574-596-2754

FREE
Free Sunfish. Needs repair. Text or call 616-272-
9046.  

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one bath with tub and shower, 
lakefront house on Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appliances 
with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier with big platform.  Plenty of parking.  
Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in 
beds, room for more.  Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our Florida Village 
house at ourhome4rent.com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservationsConveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville

wanted 
LOOKING FOR 

“The Flamingo Bandito” 
Crimes include adding to and removing Flamingos from Phipps yard. 

Putting Flamingos in compromising positions. 

Constant change of Flamingo Locale. 

 

reward 
REPORT TO SHERIFF COMMODORE 

(Bad Patty would like these shenanigans) 

 

 



BLYC OFFICERS 
Deb Hall (C) ...........................................Commodore
219-765-8691 .................debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis ............................Vice Commodore
574-993-6031 .......................eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N) ...........................Treasurer (N)
.............................................debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......................
708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E) ..... 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors 
Angela Bergan (E) .............................561-603-5522

berganfsu@aol.com
Dave Carroll (W) ................................574-850-8359

carrolldavid39@gmail.com
Barb Cassady (E) ...............................574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com 

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E) ...................574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E) ....................lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N) ...................................574-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N) ....................................i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E), ....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner (S) ...........................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) .................. Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 .......................pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E) .............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862 ................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
PAY YOURPAY YOUR

DUES NOW!DUES NOW!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

 Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues 

DON’T POWER LOAD!
When putting your boat onto a trailer, don’t “power 
load” by using the motor to get it onto the trailer.  

Power loading causes damage to the ground 
behind the boat ramp and makes it difficult for 

other boaters to move their vessels.
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Updated for Aug 5 edition



This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

Tickets online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.com



Flexshade Motorized Zip System ScreensFlexshade Motorized Zip System Screens


